OUR AMBASSADOR KING

" There is one young man," he said, *fc who has set a
peculiarly good example, and whose intercourse, not
only with leaders of Governments and public men, but
also with the masses of people with whom he has been
in contact, has been of immense value in bringing about a
closer understanding and creating underlying conditions
of co-operation. I mean, of course, the Prince of Wales.
Not only have the Prince's Empire missions been followed
with great interest by the whole of His Majesty's subjects,
but also the whole civilised world has intelligently
observed the experiment of the British Government in
sending out this young member of the House of Windsor
to gain trade for themselves and their Dominions.
Napoleon once sneered at England for being a nation
of shopkeepers, and, in truth, even fifty years ago
prosaic trade seemed to be a poor thing compared with
the romance of Courts. Despite the many-sided excel-
lences of the late King Edward, he was not what you
would call a commercial man. King George is more of a
business man, but for sheer commercial brilliance the
Prince easily overshadows even His Majesty."

When the Prince was in the Transvaal some of the
natives who had journeyed so far to see him, and perhaps
had expected to see a kind of god, could not believe that
this undemonstrative young man was he, when they were
brought to meet him. To reassure them, the Prince
spoke a few words to them in their own tongue.
" Fm your man," he said. To the British Government
he had, in effect, said the same thing. And here was
Mr, Bonar Law asserting that this was their man without
a doubt. To those for whom the " romance of Courts "
was an all-important ingredient of life, that gradation
which the speaker introduced by beginning with Kkg
Edward's deficiency of business sense and ending with
the Prince's abundance, will, no doubt, seem to be the
sorriest of come-downs. The only way to answer such
people is to repeat, as blithely as possible, the eternal
platitude that times have changed. We have lived to see
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